The disease that this esiay touches upon is one which per-haps is the first the young practitioner is called upon to treat when he lands on Indian shores, and which is without doubt the commonest of all diseases in India,?to be met with frequently enough in the adult, but The subject of diarrhoea is treated here, it must be candidly confessed, in a very sketchy way, but there is a reasonable hope that it will serve to assist the young tropical practitioner to a correct knowledge of the forms of the disease that he will meet with among infants, and to a proper treatment of those forms. The medical officer who is in the enjoyment of large civil practice will find nothing in these writings either instructive or new to him, but he will doubtless confess as frankly as the writer has done that his experience has been acquired after endless anxiety on his part, and after bitter disappointments, and that he has been his own pioneer in cutting his way through the difficult gronnd that he has had to traverse, and which other travellers in professional practice had trodden over before him, and had left no foot-prints to serve as a guide to their successors.
The disease that this esiay touches upon is one which per- haps is the first the young practitioner is called upon to treat when he lands on Indian shores, and which is without doubt the commonest of all diseases in India,?to be met with frequently enough in the adult, but yet more frequently among children, especially during their infancy and during the period of dentition. If The subject of diarrhoea is treated here, it must be candidly confessed, in a very sketchy way, but there is a reasonable hope that it will serve to assist the young tropical practitioner to a correct knowledge of the forms of the disease that he will meet with among infants, and to a proper treatment of those forms. The medical officer who is in the enjoyment of large civil practice will find nothing in these writings either instructive or new to him, but he will doubtless confess as frankly as the writer has done that his experience has been acquired after endless anxiety on his part, and after bitter disappointments, and that he has been his own pioneer in cutting his way through the difficult gronnd that he has had to traverse, and which other travellers in professional practice had trodden over before him, and had left no foot-prints to serve as a guide Symptoms.?There is a good deal of gastric disturbance ; food and medicines are frequently vomited. The appetite is impaired, and the tongue is coated. Aphtha) soon appear on the tongue and mucous coat of the mouth, which may ultimately run on to the formation of small superficial ulcers. Stools are frequent, and attended with pain, spasm, and flatulency. When the infant is passing a stool, the upper lip is compressed, the breath is held, the face reddens, and the motion is ejected with force. The abdomen is tense ; the little patient resists attempts at touching the belly, by kicking its legs, tightening the abdominal walls, and by crying. The infant is peevish and fretful, and its skin is harsh and dry ; but during the febrile state, whether it be of the ephemeral, intcrmitent, or remittent type, the skin is hot, the heat of the head and abdomen is greater than that of the rest of the body, the anterior fontanelle is raised and tense, and its pulsations are quickened, the eyes are watery and drowsy, the patient is restless, tossing its head to and fro on the pillow, and there is great thirst. When the fever ranges high, the increased determination of blood to the brain, which, similarly to other organs of the infant organism, is in a highly excitable state, may induce convulsions. When the fever is of the intermittent or remittent type, the alyine evacuations either cease, or are much lessened in frequency, during the febrile state ; but so soon as an intermission occurs, as in the one case, or a remission as in the other, the looseness returns to its usual frequency.
The alvine discharges are frequent, but their frequency will depend, not only on the quality and quantity of the secretions poured into the intestinal canal, but upon the irritability of the muscular coat of the intestines. They are either green, curdled, and sour-smelling, or clay-colored, thin, foetid, and frothy.
There is always more or less of mucus, and occasionally a streak of blood, due to slight Assuring of the anus, the margin of which, as also the skin immediately around it, being red and abraded, from the frequency and irritant nature of the discharges. " 
